Neonatal referrals to the coroner service: a short survey on current practice.
In Ireland, coroners are required by law to ascertain the details of potentially unexplained deaths. The Coroner's Acts (1962 and 2005) detail deaths which must be notified to the coroner. We surveyed current practice regarding the notification of the Coroner Service following neonatal deaths by telephone interview of senior clinical nurse managers of paediatric units with neonatal inpatients. Five of 21 units (23.8%) reported that all neonatal deaths would prompt contact with the Coroner Service, with four more units (19%) reporting that unexpected neonatal deaths would be referred. Nine units (42.9%) reported that referral was at the discretion of the consultant involved while three units (14.3%) do not refer neonatal deaths to the coroner.